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LFRA Reference Condition Summary 

LANDFIRE Rapid Assessment Reference Condition Summary Table 
 

Western U.S. Grasslands and Shrublands 
 

The Rapid Assessment is a component of the LANDFIRE project.  Reference condition models for the Rapid Assessment were created through a 
series of expert workshops and a peer review process in 2004 and 2005.  For more information and complete reference condition model 

descriptions, please visit www.landfire.gov. 
 
PNVG 
Codei 

PNVG Name Class 
A % 

Class 
B % 

Class 
C % 

Class 
D % 

Class 
E % 

Fire Frequency 
(MFI) 

% 
Replacement 

Dominant 
FRGii 

R#AGSP Bluebunch Wheatgrass 5 70 25 0 0 8 47% 1 
R#AGSP Bluebunch Wheatgrass 5 70 25 0 0 8 47% 1 
R#ALME Alpine and Subalpine Meadows and 

Grasslands 
5 90 5 0 0 239 68% 5 

R#ALME Alpine and Subalpine Meadows and 
Grasslands 

5 90 5 0 0 239 68% 5 

R#MGRA Idaho Fescue Grasslands 10 70 20 0 0 30 76% 2 
R#MGRA Idaho Fescue Grasslands 10 70 20 0 0 30 76% 2 
R#SBDWlw Low Sagebrush 35 15 50 0 0 74 41% 3 
R#SBDWlw Low Sagebrush 35 15 50 0 0 74 41% 3 
R#SBMT Mountain Big Sagebrush (Cool 

Sagebrush) 
20 10 35 30 5 20 100% 2 

R#SBMT Mountain Big Sagebrush (Cool 
Sagebrush) 

20 10 35 30 5 20 100% 2 

R#WGRA Marsh 15 80 5 0 0 5 74% 2 
R#WGRA Marsh 15 80 5 0 0 5 74% 2 
R0MGRA Mountain Grassland 20 5 1 20 54 12 60% 2 
R0MGRA Mountain Grassland 20 5 1 20 54 12 60% 2 
R0MTSB Mountain Shrub--non Sagebrushes 10 50 40 0 0 80 80% 4 
R0MTSB Mountain Shrub--non Sagebrushes 10 50 40 0 0 80 80% 4 
R0PGRn Northern Prairie Grassland 15 1 4 15 65 12 55% 2 
R0PGRn Northern Prairie Grassland 15 1 4 15 65 12 55% 2 
R0RIPA Riparian--Wyoming 2 10 10 78 0 100 0% 3 
R0RIPA Riparian--Wyoming 2 10 10 78 0 100 0% 3 
R0SBBB Basin Big Sagebrush 20 30 50 0 0 60 60% 4 
R0SBBB Basin Big Sagebrush 20 30 50 0 0 60 60% 4 
R0SBDW Low Sagebrush Shrubland 15 85 0 0 0 125 100% 4 
R0SBDW Low Sagebrush Shrubland 15 85 0 0 0 125 100% 4 
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PNVG 
Codei 

PNVG Name Class 
A % 

Class 
B % 

Class 
C % 

Class 
D % 

Class 
E % 

Fire Frequency 
(MFI) 

% 
Replacement 

Dominant 
FRGii 

R0SBMT Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe and 
Shrubland 

10 45 20 25 0 70 100% 4 

R0SBMT Mountain Big Sagebrush Steppe and 
Shrubland 

10 45 20 25 0 70 100% 4 

R0SBWYwy Wyoming Big Sagebrush 20 30 25 25 0 92 63% 4 
R0SBWYwy Wyoming Big Sagebrush 20 30 25 25 0 92 63% 4 
R1ALME Alpine Meadows Barrens 2 98 0 0 0 200 100% 5 
R1ALME Alpine Meadows Barrens 2 98 0 0 0 200 100% 5 
R1CAGR California Grassland 20 80 0 0 0 2 100% 2 
R1CAGR California Grassland 20 80 0 0 0 2 100% 2 
R1CHAP Chaparral 20 80 0 0 0 50 100% 4 
R1CHAP Chaparral 20 80 0 0 0 50 100% 4 
R1CHAPmn Montane Chaparral 25 30 45 0 0 33 34% 1 
R1CHAPmn Montane Chaparral 25 30 45 0 0 33 34% 1 
R1MTME Wet Mountain Meadow/Lodgepole 

Pine-Subalpine 
50 30 10 5 5 21 21% 1 

R1MTME Wet Mountain Meadow/Lodgepole 
Pine-Subalpine 

50 30 10 5 5 21 21% 1 

R1SABU Saltbush 10 45 45 0 0 70 70% 4 
R1SABU Saltbush 10 45 45 0 0 70 70% 4 
R1SAGEco Coastal Sage Scrub 10 90 0 0 0 50 100% 2 
R1SAGEco Coastal Sage Scrub 10 90 0 0 0 50 100% 2 
R1SCRBnc Coastal Scrub/Coastal Prairie 40 15 43 1 1 3 8% 1 
R1SCRBnc Coastal Scrub/Coastal Prairie 40 15 43 1 1 3 8% 1 
R1WEHB Herbaceous Wetland 5 90 5 0 0 11 70% 2 
R2BLBR Blackbrush 10 90 0 0 0 833 100% 5 
R2CHAPmn Montane Chaparral 25 30 45 0 0 34 37% 3 
R2CRBU Creosotebush Shrublands with 

Grasses 
10 90 0 0 0 333 57% 5 

R2MGCOws Mountain Meadow---Mesic to Dry 5 80 13 2 0 20 66% 2 
R2MGWAws Great Basin Grassland 5 73 20 2 0 25 33% 2 
R2MSHBwt Mountain Shrubland with Trees 5 20 65 10 0 23 22% 1 
R2MTMA Curlleaf Mountain Mahogany 5 15 10 40 30 79 31% 3 
R2SBBB Basin Big Sagebrush 15 70 15 0 0 40 80% 4 
R2SBDW Black and Low Sagebrushes 10 70 20 0 0 80 33% 3 
R2SBDWwt Black and Low Sagebrushes with 

Trees 
10 65 10 15 0 85 37% 3 
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PNVG 
Codei 

PNVG Name Class 
A % 
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B % 

Class 
C % 
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D % 
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E % 
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(MFI) 

% 
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R2SBMT Mountain Big Sagebrush 20 45 35 0 0 48 100% 4 
R2SBMTwc Mountain Big Sagebrush with Conifers 20 50 15 10 5 49 100% 4 
R2SBWY Wyoming Big Sagebrush Semi-Desert 10 55 35 0 0 172 86% 4 
R2SBWYse Wyoming Sagebrush Steppe 20 50 30 0 0 81 89% 4 
R2SBWYwt Wyoming Big Sagebrush Semi Desert 

with Trees 
15 50 25 5 5 115 84% 4 

R2SDSH Salt Desert Shrub 30 10 55 5 0 833 50% 5 
R3CHAPsw Interior Arizona Chaparral 20 50 5 5 20 41 88% 4 
R3DESH Desert Shrubland without Grass 5 20 75 0 0 79 52% 3 
R3DGRA Desert Grassland 15 20 65 0 0 10 85% 2 
R3DGRAst Desert Grassland with Shrub and Tree 5 15 60 15 5 10 85% 2 
R3MASB Mountain Sagebrush (Cool Sage) 15 30 20 35 0 75 75% 4 
R3MGRA Montane and Subalpine Grasslands 20 30 50 0 0 10 55% 2 
R3MGRAws Montane and Subalpine Grasslands 

with Shrubs or Trees 
10 60 30 0 0 21 30% 1 

R3MSHB Mountain Mahogany Shrubland 15 15 10 10 50 55 73% 4 
R3PGm Plains Mesa Grassland 15 25 60 0 0 16 81% 2 
R3PGmst Plains Mesa Grassland with Shrubs or 

Trees 
15 25 55 4 1 15 76% 2 

R3PGRs Shortgrass Prairie 5 30 65 0 0 10 87% 2 
R3PGRsws Shortgrass Prairie with Shrubs 5 25 60 10 0 12 80% 2 
R3PGRswt Shorgrass Prairie with Trees 5 15 65 10 5 12 80% 2 
R3QUGA Gambel Oak 5 50 15 30 0 38 75% 4 
R3SDSH Salt Desert Scrubland 5 65 30 0 0 27 13% 1 
R3SHST Southwest Shrub Steppe 25 30 45 0 0 10 72% 2 
R3SHSTwt Southwest Shrub Steppe with Trees 30 10 40 15 5 9 52% 2 

 
                                                 
i The first two digits in the PNVG code correspond to regions (please see map at www.landfire.gov): R#  = Pacific Northwest; R0 = Northern and Central 
Rockies; R1  = California; R2 = Great Basin; R3 = Southwest; R4 = Northern Plains; R5 = South Central; R6 = Great Lakes; R7 = Northeast; R8 = Southern 
Appalachians; R9 = Southeast.   
ii Fire Regime Groups are: 
 I: 0-35 yr frequency, low and mixed severity 
 II: 0-35 yr frequency, replacement severity 
 III: 35-200 yr frequency, low and mixed severity 
 IV: 35-200 yr frequency, replacement severity 
 V: 200+ yr frequency, replacement severity 


